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Child Nutrition Programs Income Eligibility Guidelines
(2022-2023)

fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-021622

This notice announces the Department's annual adjustments to the Income Eligibility

Guidelines to be used in determining eligibility for free and reduced price meals and free

milk for the period from July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023.

These guidelines are used by schools, institutions, and facilities participating in the National

School Lunch Program (and Commodity School Program), School Breakfast Program,

Special Milk Program for Children, Child and Adult Care Food Program and Summer Food

Service Program. The annual adjustments are required by section 9 of the Richard B. Russell

National School Lunch Act. The guidelines are intended to direct benefits to those children

most in need and are revised annually to account for changes in the Consumer Price Index.

DATES:

Applicable Date:July 1, 2022.

The Income Eligibility Guidelines

The following are the Income Eligibility Guidelines to be effective from July 1, 2022 through

June 30, 2023. The Department's guidelines for free meals and milk and reduced price meals

were obtained by multiplying the year 2022 Federal income poverty guidelines by 1.30 and

1.85, respectively, and by rounding the result upward to the next whole dollar.

This notice displays only the annual Federal poverty guidelines issued by the Department of

Health and Human Services because the monthly and weekly Federal poverty guidelines are

not used to determine the Income Eligibility Guidelines. The chart details the free and

reduced price eligibility criteria for monthly income, income received twice monthly (24

payments per year); income received every two weeks (26 payments per year) and weekly

income.

Income calculations are made based on the following formulas: Monthly income is calculated

by dividing the annual income by 12; twice monthly income is computed by dividing annual

income by 24; income received every two weeks is calculated by dividing annual income by

26; and weekly income is computed by dividing annual income by 52. All numbers are

rounded upward to the next whole dollar. The numbers reflected in this notice for a family of

four in the 48 contiguous States, the District of Columbia, Guam and the territories represent

an increase of 4.7 percent over last year's level for a family of the same size.
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